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Postmarked February 3, 1918
Peoria 111

To: Mrs S.R. Keesler
Greenwood Miss.

Holt Mfg Co. Peoria Il1.,
Sunday

Dear Mother,

I aught to address this letter to the whole family except myself as Sam I guess is with you
now. How I long to be there too. I had looked forward to the day when we could all be together
at home. [tmay come yet tho if Sam stay home long enough or doesn’t finish his course as
early as he expects.

This week I received letters from Father, mother, Sam & F.W.R. all telling me know glad
they were going to be. They sure made me homesick for I'm in an awful place here. It is all
O.K. at night but in the day one can’t work in the cold & I've caught an awful cold trying it. We
haven’t but two more weeks before we leave tho. I'll sure be glad to get back to my regiment. It
will feel like home. But just to get south of the Mason-Dixon line will do right now. I'm tired
of the North.

We are doing some very interesting and practical work here tho. These tractors are
wonderful. Why I couldn’t believe my eyes yesterday when I saw a little “45” pull 57 tons of
pig iron around like it wasn’t any thing. Why the rougher the road & the muddier the more the
load. These tractors would be wonder in the swamps getting out timber. I believe I like this
work better than the trucks. There is more chance to do something new here. Yesterday I took
several pictures of the tractors doing things. I hope they will turn out O.K. If so I'll send you
some.

This week end I have spent here. Peoria is a right large town but there is nothing doing,
It is most a manufacturing town. We came back to camp last night at 10* because every thing
was closing up. I got a letter from Mr. Wright telling of his friends wife sickness and that he
couldn’t come over. Was very sorry to here (sic) it too.

We heard in away from our exams at Kenosha. No one has received there (sic) papers as
yet but the class average as 95+. That is wonderfully fine I think. 1 hope my paper is up the the
average. The other artillery class which has caused us our trouble here got an 78+. You should
have heard the excuses they made. I'm glad we did so well as it give us a better standing with
the C.0. Why you can see it already. They cut out drill Friday. I hope we can keep it up as it
will mean much when we go back to the Division. I guess I'll get some sort of position in charge
of the tractors & trucks of our regiment. The captain over me is a fine man & we should do a
fine lot of work. The experience will be wonderful. I haven’t the slightest idea tho how we are
to go about it. The whole thing is so new to everyone. Why when Generals & Colonels go up in
the air over it what can a 2" Lieut do. I've got an idea he can do a good deal & believe me I'm
going to try it. Some one will have to work out a drill regulation & somebody will have ideas to
be changes. We all may be those some bodies.
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Postmarked Mar 2, 1918
New York, N.Y.

To: Mrs S.R. Keesler
Greenwood, Mississippi

Junior Officer’s Club
3/1/18

Dearest Mother,
I should have written long ago, but haven’t been settled enough to do so.

W™ & 1 enjoyed our stay in Charlotte and Davidson very much indeed. Got into
Chatlotte real late — about 1222 A M. Sunday morning. (I should have said early shouldn’t [7)
Aunt Janie, Uncle Mell & Frank D. met us. Went to Davidson in Buick arriving about 12
o’clock. Mrs. Vinson was waiting for us on the front porch. We certainly enjoyed seeing her
and all the others. We saw most everybody, [ think. Maynard, Guy, Laveres Thomas, Frank
Hall, Mrs. Johnston, & Miss Maud at with us. We left about 3% & had to make a hurried trip
back for W™ to catch his train. I staid (sic) in Charlotte until Monday at 11 o’clock and rode 36-
Got here 12 o’clock Tuesday about 5 ¥ hrs. late. Went out to Garden City and reported — Saw
several boys I knew. Only one of my section had come — now however there are several and
they are dribbling in every day. Mrs. Gilchrist & Peter Paw are here with Stuart. [ took supper
with them night before last. We are going to a show tonight together. 1 spent my first night at
the Beta Theta Pi club — 2™ night with Stuart at the Beta Theta Pi House (Columbia Chapter) 3%
at the Beta Theta Pi Club and tonight I'll stay here. This is a home owned by Col. Lamont (dead
now) and his daughter is running this Junior Officer’s Club — cheapest place in the city — 45
cents a day and 25 cents for meals — Breakfast and supper are served here, A Beautiful house
inside, good rooms, baths, etc.

I have purchased a cot but that’s all. Will get my equipment when I get my orders to go
to Hoboken — Plenty of time when you get over there. I imagine I'll be here a week or more
before getting orders to go to Hoboken and then a week at least before I sail from there. Stuart’s
commission is balled up some way — and he will be here from “now on” it seems. Some of the

men have been here for a month or more. So if you cared for a little trip — you & father & Ella F.

could some up to the big city — for awhile.

1 have to report out at Garden City every morning at 10 A.M. and am supposed to stay
around until 3 P.M. but we don’t do it. After that we are free. Hence nothing to do but spend
money and wear out shoe leather.

I am going to see Tom Mitchell tomorrow at 1222, Will probably spend Sunday with him,

I am gradually learning how to maneuver (7) around in this burg. It isn’t very hard.

Mother dear, I had a most wonderful visit while at home. I had been away from
civilization so long that it was grand to be among such lovely sisters and with the most adorable

mother (I know I’m not writing to Fannie Walton) and best father in the world. — and also with
the dearest girl in the same world — yes — mother we are engaged and have been for several
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Postmarked March 27,1918 -
U.S. Army Postal Service o
To; Mrs. S.R. Keesler )
401 Waltham St. -

Greenwood, Miss, U.S.A.

Very close to “Somewhere™
at Sea
March 25%, 1918

Dearest Mother,

Today is our eleventh day at sea and | must say | am getting tired of it. We hope to land
tomorrow tho and then I hope to be able to say that “all is well” so far.

The night out of New York I felt fine and the next morning [ didn’t feel badly but about
11:00 A M. 1 didn’t have to ask anybody what to do. Since then | have never been in better
health — outwardly my “morale” was good too. I have had a very enjoyable voyage considering.

The first day out ten Lieutenants were selected a “lookouts™ from the “crow’s nest” —also
a detail of men was made up to be used for the same purpose. 2 men and 1 Lt. Went up ata
time. 3 men in the “Foretop™ and three in the “main top.” I was assigned to the former. It
required a little nerve to climb up the first time — for the “crow’s nest” is about 60 or 70 ft. from
the deck and when the wind is blowing hard — the mast sways back and forth — causing rather a
nervous feeling, All of the “observers” on board has this job assigned to them. There are about
8 of us on board —and 1 pilot.

The men are mostly “casuals.” Men who were in quarantine when their units went over,
Consequently it is more of a mob than anything else. The average intelligence of the bunch is
none too high — consequently, I think the officer in charge deserve a lot of credit for the success
of things so far.

Our death record and sick list have both been used, but nothing startling. A few cases of
diphtheria have sprung up which may mean that we will be quarantined for several days upon
reaching port.

[ have enjoyed watching the ships use their different methods of signaling. They use
flags, “wigwag” and “blinkers” one or the other continuously.

The convoy which we have been looking for joined us yesterday morning. A whole fleet
of Destroyers. Our other convoy after turning over her charge left us and was out of sight in a
half hour. [ hated to see her go for she has been so faithful on this voyage and taken such good
care of us.

These little Destroyers are certainly diligent - for they are zigzagging all about us all the

time. It doesn’t seem possible for a “U Boat™ to get away — although he might get a shot in
someway or other.
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To: Gen. S.R. Keesler
From: William Keesler
Postmarked April 8, 1918
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Postmarked April 8, 1918 e b
Columbia, 8.C. ~ !
To: Gen S.R. Keesler N
Greenwood, Miss Y
2

316th F.A.
Camp Jackson S.C.

Dear Father,

Your letter came this morning, enjoyed it very much. I received the bedding roll & kit
and rain coat as I thought I wrote you. The toels sure did come in handy the other day when one
of the Lieuts car went bad and our school fixed it up for him. The school is not doing all the
garage work in the regiment. We have fixed up four cars all ready. Did good work too. We
have several more jobs to do. The men are very interested in the work. Yesterday we put ten
hours on a Chalmers, got it in good running shape too.

My wire about the glasses was caused by am order the colonel got out. It was to the
effect that anyone who could get glasses of any sort to do, at once, even if they were just opera
glasses. We are firing on the range again and as we had borrowed glasses from the 371th Inf.
which is leaving we had to return them. It is very hard to tell what is happening at a target 3500
yds off. That is about two miles. We are surprising all our instructors with the accuracy of our
shooting. The men from Ft Sill say they never saw such close shooting at Ft Sill as they have
seen here. We are hoping to be real good when the Inspector comes along as on our work
depends where we go over. And we are all determined to good. We know nothing besides
rumors but we think a lot. The getting of all that shipping from Japan, Holland & etc. can mean
we are going soon. The whole Division is being filled up fast now. We get new men every day
now. Just as soon as they are thru the quarantine period, they are put with the regiments.

Last Friday the Boston Braves & the N.Y. Yankees played here. It was wonderful the
way those men handled a base ball. Hornebaker was playing for the Yankees. He did some
good hitting, Idid not get to see either of the Davidson games, but we lost one & won one.
Neither team are any good tho. D.C. team looks scrubs

Father two of us officers are thinking of getting a car, a Ford or something. I thought I'd
see what you say. [ don’t think much of it but thought maybe you could tell me of some car
around home. I guess the wisest thing would be to stay off and I think [ will. A 2™ Lieut has no
business with a car.

This morning I went our riding (horse-back) with a friend. I got a punk horse. One
which hadn’t been ridden in about three weeks. Well that horse and I sure did have a time. He
was determined to run off with me and just as hard head was trying to make him walk. Well the
combination made him do nothing but “jig.” He wouldn't trot, walk, or gallop but jigging all
morning. I’'m as sore as a boil from riding him.

As 1 said we know nothing except what is rumored and very few of them. I tried to get
that paper sent regularly but it doesn’t get out regularly so that can’t be done.
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