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Postmarked February 3, 1918
Peoria l11

,To: Mrs S.R. Keesler
Greenwood Miss.

.
Holt Mfg Co. Peoria l11.,Sunday

Dear Mother,

I aught to address this letter to the whole family except myself as Sam I guess is with you
now. How I long to be there too. I had looked forward to the day when we could all be together
at home. I t may come yet tho if Sam stay home long enough or doesn't finish his course as
early as he expects.

This week I received letters from Father, mother,
Sam & F.W.R. all telling me know glad

they were going to be. They sure made me homesick for I'm in an a ul place here. It is all
O

.
K. at night but in the day one can't work in the cold & I've caught an awful cold trying it. We

haven't but two more weeks before we leave tho. I'll sure be glad to get back to my regiment. It
will feel like home. But just to get south of the Mason-Dixon line will do right now. I'm tired
of the Nort h.

We are doing some very interesting an d practical work here tho. These tractors are
wonderful

.
Why I couldn 't believe my eyes yesterday when I saw•a litt le "45" pull 57 tons of

pig iron around like it wasn't any thing. Why the rougher the road & the muddier the more the
load. These tractors would be wonder in the swamps getting out timber. I believe I like this
work better than the trucks. There is more chance to do something new here. Yesterday I took
several pictures of the tractors doing things. I hope they will turn out O.K. If so I'll send you
some.

This eek end I have spent here. Peoria is a right large town but there is nothing doing.It is most a m ufacturing town. We came back to camp last night at 1( because every thing
was closing up. I got a letter from Mr. right telling of his friends wife sickness and that he
couldn't come over. Was very sorry to here (sic) it too.

We heard in away from our exams at Kenosha. No une has received there (sic) papers as
yet but the class average as 95+. That is wonderfully fine I think. I hope my paper is up the the
average. The other artillery class which has caused us ow trouble here got 78+. You should
have heard the excuses they made. I'm glad we did so well as it give us a bett er sta ding with
th C.O. Why you can see it already. They cut out drill Friday. I hope we can keep il up as it
will mean much when we go back to the Division. I guess I'll get some sort of position in charge
of the tractors & trucks of our regiment. The captain over me is a fine man & we should do a
fine lot of work. The experience will be wonderful. I haven't the slightest idea tho how we are
to go about it. T e whole thing is so ne to everyone. Why when Generals & Colonels go up in
the air over it what can a 2° Lieut do. I've got an idea he can do a good deal & believe me I'm
going to try it. Some one will have to work out a drill regulation & somebody will have ideas to
be changes. We all may be those some bodies.
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This w ek we are to have a Gener Cou t Ma ial. The of cer t ed has about as good a
case against the C.

O
. s t e C.O. h s aga nst him. I hope I won't have to sit on it tho.

I ust close now. Love to every one of you. Tell Sam I'11w te hi a note tl s a ernoon
or Monday. The picture shou d rive t is week.

Yo rloving son
William
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.Postmarked Mar 2, 19 18
1 ew York, N .Y.To: Mrs S.R. Keesler
Greenwood, Mississippi

Junior Officer's Club
3/ 1/ 18

Dearest Mother,

I should have written long ago, but haven't been sett led enough to do so.

W- & I enjoyed our stay in Charlotte and Davidson very much indeed. Got into
Charlott e real late - about 1230 A.M. Sunday morn ing. (I should have said carly shouldn't I?)
Aunt Janie, Uncle Mell & Frank D. met us. ent to Davidson in Buick arriving about 12
o'clock. Mrs. Vinson was waiting for us on the front porch. We cert ai ly enjoyed seeing her
and all ihe others. We saw most everybody, I thi k. Maynard, Guy, Laveres Thomas, Frank
l Iall, Mrs. Johnston, Miss Maud at with us. We le about 33-° & had to make a hurried trip
back for Wmto catch his train. I staid (sic) in Charlott e until Monday at 11 o'clock an d rode 36-
Got here 12 o'clock 'uesday about 5 '/ hrs. late. Went out to Garden City and report ed - Saw
several boys I knew. Only one of my section had come - now however there are several and
they are dribbling in every day. Mrs. Gilchrist & Peter Paw are here with Stuart . I took supper
with them night before last. We are going to a show tonight together. 1spent my first night at
the Beta Theta Pi club - 2" night with Stuart at the Beta Theta Pi Il ouse (Columbia Chapter) 3a

at the Beta Theta Pi Club and tonight I'll stay here. This is a home owned by Col. Lamont (dead
now) and his daughter is running this Junior Of icer's Club - cheapest place in the city - 45
cents a day and 25 cents for meals - Breakfast and supper are served here. A Beautiful house
inside, good rooms, aths, etc.

I have purchased a cot but that's all. Will get my equipment when I get my orders to go
to Hoboken - Plenty of time when you get over there. I imagine I'll be here a week or more
before getting orders to go to Hoboken and then a week at least before 1sail from there. Stuart 's
commission is balled up some way - and he will be here from "now on" it seems. Some of the
men have been here for a month or more. So if you cared for a little trip - you & father & IIa F.
could some up to the big city - for awhile.

I have to report out at Garden City every morn ing at 10 A.M. and am supposed to stay
around until 3 P

.
M. but we don't do it. Af er that we are free. Hence nothing to do but spend

money and wear out shoe leather.

I am going to see Tom Mitchell tomorrow at 123-°
. Will probably spend Sunday with him.

I am gradually learning how to maneuver (?) arou d in this burg. It isn't very hard.

Mother dear, I had a most wonder ul visit while at home. I had been away from
civilization so long that it was grand to be among such lovely sisters and with the most adorable
mother (I know I'm not writing to Fannie Walton) and best father in the world. - and also with
the dearest girl in the same world - yes - mother we are engaged a d have been for several
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months. Of course every body thinks we are engaged and father cert ainly acts like he knew it all
the time. don't know whether Fannie Walton waats what every body suspects of ici lly or
informally annou ced or not - I rather think she doesn't - o ple e ju t let this be a secre t for
you and father and no one else. Don't tell Charlott e for Heaven's sake - they would worry
Fa nie Walton to death at school.

Must qu t and get ready for a 25 cent eal.

My address - Field 2 Hemstead,Long Island
N
.
Y
.

With love - your most devoted son,Sam
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Mr. S.R. Keesler
Greenwood, Mississippi

Charlott e, N.C.,March 11, 19 18
N

My dear B ro .
Sam , -

We were so delighted to see the boys, William an d Sam recently, when they came
through Charlott e. They were looking ju t fine.

They came in Sat. night - Tali, Mel and Frank met them. Sunday morn ing they drove
Jamie's car to Davidson an d took dinner there. They saw many of their old fr iends. William had
to leave Sun. a ternoon at 5 o'clock for Columbia.

Sam could get no reservation Sunday night, - so he stayed over until Monday mon ng. I
never say two finer boys. I do pray that God will keep them safe. Do you think of going Nort h,
you and Sister Lott ie, before Sam sails? If so do bring Sister Lott ie by to see us, we w ll be so
glad to have you both come. Will expect you sure.

The boys told me about all the children, how prett y and well Charlott e looked, and dear
litt le I lla Fountain, She is lo elv. The boys are crazy about her, though

, - she was so prett y. She
is race itself

. I would love to have Charlotte or any of the others come to see us, if you will
bri ng them along. The boys were so proud, that their mother was so brave when they lef

, I think
it helped keep up their spirits.

Well, Edward is "over there" in some kind of school, about 50 miles fr om Paris. He
seems to be having a fine time, goes over to Paris for the week-end. Bro. Ed is very bri ght about
him.

John Durham is with the Brenizer Unit Q (Medical) He has lan ded also "over there". Dr.Myers Hunter, and Bill Brown are also with that unit. Frank Bell sailed for France March 4 .He joined the aviation.

Frank Durham is still out of the Army. This last time he was thrown out on account of
his heart .

He only weighed 104.

Dr. Albert Durham is in Washing on at the barracks. He is Capt. in the medical reserv e.He is very arix ious to go over, but they are sending younger men first.

It was a terrible blow to Mamie when Edward left . Bro. Ed does not look well, he has
broken so much

. I think he works too hard. He has not been very well.

We all went over and spent the day with Sada last Sunday .
Mel drove us over an d we

had a pleasant day .
They were very well

.
Frank is w ith the Buick Motor Co . and likes his

position very much
.
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Edwin is still fat as a pig, an d at school. Ed is about as usual, he is with Mr. Withers,building supplies.

Poor Bro. Gus, is about to lose his eye sight. We are so dis essed over it. He has the
hardening of he muscles. The doctors in New York and Washington give him so
encouragement. e has some kidney tr ouble too. 1'he tr ouble must have been coming on for
some time but he did not realize it. He is up and about, goes to his of ice as usual, but can't s e
well.

Lilly went to Va. nd stayed near Frank for some time. She has gone home now. Fr nk
Bell looked fin e in his uniform. He is v patriotic .

Please send me one of the last photo 's he boy had taken. I an so anxious for them. I
have an excellent one of Edward. William gave me one, that is not good of him at all. He is too
much handsomer that (sic) it is. I wan t one of the last ones, to fr ame.

Lots of love to Sister Lottie, Charlott e, d all the litt le ones. With uch love for you.Af . Maud.
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Postmarked March 13,19 18
New York, N.Y.To: Mrs. S.R. Keesler
Greenwood

,
M iss

c
2 West 53 Street
Tuesday

Dearest Mother,

The most import t thing I did today was to have my measure taken for a suit or uniform
& 2 extra pair of trousers. It took me the longest kind of time to find the American Uniform Co
- but at last I did. They are to have the suit for me for tomorrow at 5 P.M. I also laid in a supply
of chemicals etc - no drugs - not chcmicals - iodine, adhesive tape ete.

f ow I wish you an d father could have come up for this week at least. I would have loved
to have had my sisters too an d brother - I can 't have everything like I wan t it tho.

My baggage went over today. I am going over tomorrow to see that everything is O.K.
and put some str aps on my runks and another on my bedding role - also pack some art icles.
Gee! But its great to feel like you are almost into the "fr ay." Probably this "war" is my life's
work - I've always wondered an d tried to decide what it was - so I'11put all I've got into it an d
leave the results to Him.

I hear that the observers are to be made 1S̀ Lieutenan ts on April first. That's a fine
something to hear, isn't it? I hope it is true.

Must stop now - I'm going to another show - a comedy - "Polly wit a Past" - How do
you like the title?

Lots of love to you all -
Your devoted son,Sam Jr.
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Postmarked March 27,19 18
U.S. Army Postal Se •ice
To: Mrs. S.R. Keesler
40 1 Waltham St.Greenwood

,
Miss, U.S.A.

Very close to "Somewhere"
at Sea

March 2 L
, 19 18

Dearest Mother,

Today is our eleventh day at sea and I must say I am gett ing tired of it. We hope to land
tomorrow tho and then I hope to be able to say that "all is well" so far.

The night out of New York I felt fine and the next morning I didn't feel badly but about
11:00 A.

M. I didn't have to ask anybody what to do. Since then I have never been in bett er
health - outwardly my "morale" was good too. I have had a very enjoyable voyage considering.

The fi st day out ten Lieutenan ts were selected a "lookouts" from the "crow's nest" - also
a detail of in en was made up to be used for the same purpose. 2 men and l Lt. Went up at a
time. 3 men in the "Foretop" d three in the "main top." I was assigned to the former. It
required a little nerve to climb up the first time - for the "crow's nest" is about 60 or 70 ft . fr om
the deck an d when the wind is blowing hard - the mast sways back and fort h - causing rather a
nerv ou Ceeling. All of the "observers" on board has this job assigned to them. There are about
8 of us on board - and l pilot.

The men are mostly "casuals." Men who were in quarantine when their units went over.
Consequently it is more of a mob than anything else. The average intelligence of the bunch is
none too high - consequently, I think the officer in charge deserve a lot of credit for the success
of things so far.

Our death record and sick list have both been used
,

but nothing start ling. A few•cases of
diphtheria have sprung up which may mean that we will be quaran tined for several days upon
reaching port .

I have enjoyed watching he ships use their different methods of signaling. They use
fl ags, "wigwag" and "blinkers" one or the other continuously.

The convoy which we have been looking forjoined us yestcrday morn ing. A whole fl eet
of Destroyers. Our other convoy aft er turning over her charge left us and was out of sight in a
half hour. i hated to see her go for she has been so faithful on this voyage and taken such good
care of us.

These little Destroyers are cert ainly diligent - for they are zigzagging all about us all the
time. It doesn't seem possible for a "U Boat" to get away - although he might get a shot in
someway or other.
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This morn ing I was on watch fr om 6 to 8. About 7 o'clock I saw something the size of a

periscope, about 100 yds of to the starboard. It was black an d round and stuck about three
inches out of the water. I felt sure it was a Hun boat. I called the control and report ed - "a piece
of wood or periscope 90° to the starboard." 1was a litt le nervous - I'll admit. It went by tho,
an d nothing happened. However the ship following us saw•it and fired - as far as I could see a
very good shot too. Our gun crew was ordered to fire I understand but did not. Consequently
some body got "cussed" out, I judge. Some say it was a can , others a fish - d still others a bird

- I think it was the former now. All of this was "much ado about nothing" but it pays to be on
the job.

For the past day or so the sea has been real smooth. Hardly any waves. It looks like we
were in some kind of a Bay - we surely are surrounded by land somewhere.

I havc thought about you all a lot and what a good time I had at home not long ago. I'll
have lots of things to tell you when I get back - and if I don't - well I will say what Rupert
Brooks said not so long ago in a war poem - "If I die, remember only this of in e, there is some
corn er of a foreign lan d that is forever (Englan d) "The Uniied States."

I have wondered many times on this trip whether or not a voyage at sea would make you
sick - That's a f nny thing to be wondcring, isn't it. You always do on the train an d I guess this
would be more - so far as I was concern ed it was. When we lan d I guess it will t ke a day or so
to get our "land legs" back.

Stuart and I didn't gct in thc same stateroom, but we sit next to each other at the table and
see each a good deal. Naturally, Stuart has been under the weather slightly - not seasickness - a
slight att ack of lagrippe - He is all right now. We hope to (be) sent to the same place when we
get out orders upon landing.

Be sure and have some body write at least once a week and send me all the readable stuff
of interest. Must stop and go to the Foretop again - 4 to 6 P.M. I am going to write as oft en as I
can . Lots of love to you an d all the others.

Your devoted son,Sam Jr.
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(No envelope)
France 3/26/ 18

Dearest Mother,

Here I am in Fran ce - although I am still on the ship - I am in Fran ce just the same. The
"U-Boats" didn't get us aft er all - I feel a litt le disappointed in not having a scrape with one -
an d I did look so hard for one - The best I could do was merely a tri-can - but it furnished some
excitement.

We w ll probably go ashore tomorrow. Nothing doing to-day. The officers fr om shore
came aboard and checked everybody ref etc this mor ing. They are unloading the vessel now -
mail, salt, trunks, etc.

I understand that we may not be able to cable so in all probability my lett ers will be the
first news. I'm sorry an d will try to get a cable thru.

France is yuite beautiful so far. Will tell you more later - goodnight -
Devotedly your son,Sam

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

-
4 .e

. . .

:
C

-
.

' ì
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Postmarked April 8, 1918 ,
Columbia, S.C. '
To: Gen S.R. Keesler Q
Greenwood, Miss

3 16th F.A.Camp Jackson S.C.

Dear Father,

Your lett er came this morn ing, enjoyed it very much. I received the bedding roll & kit
and rain coat as I thought I wrote you. The tools sure did come in handy the other day when one
of the Lieuts car went bad an d our school fixed it up for him. The school is not doing all the
garage work in the regiment. 'e have fixed up four cars all ready. Did good work too.

We
have several more jobs to do. The men are very interested in the work. Yesterday we put ten
hours on a Chalmers, got it in good running shape too.

My w re about the glasses was caused by am order the colonel got out. It was to the
effect that anyone who could get glasses of an y sort to do, at once, even if they were just opera
glasses. We are firing on the range again d as we had bo owed glasses from the 37 1th Inf.
which is leaving we had to return them. It is very hard to tell what is happening at a target 3500
yds off. That is about two miles. We are surprising all our instructors with the accuracy of our
shooting. The men from Ft Sill say they never saw such close shooting at Ft Sill as they have
seen here.

We are hoping to be real good when the Inspector comes along as on our work
depends where we go over. And we are all determined to good. We know nothing besides
rumors but we think a lot. The gett ing of all that shipping fr om Japan, Holland & etc. can mean
we are going soon. The whole Division is being filled up fast now. We get new men every day
now. Just as soon as they are thru the quara tine period, they are put with the regiments.

Last Fri day the Boston Braves & the N .Y. Yankees played here. It was wonderful the
way those men handled a base ball. Hornebaker was playing for the Yankees. He did some
good hitt ing, I did not get to see either o the Davidson gam s, but we lost one & won one.
Ncither team are any good tho. D.C. team looks scrubs

Father two of us officers are thinking of ge ing a car, a Ford or something. I thought I'd
see what you say. I don't think much of it but thought maybe you could tell me of some car
around home. I guess the wisest thing would be to stay off and I think I will. A 2 Lieut has no
business with a car.

This morning I went our riding (horse-back) with a friend. I got a pu k horse. One
which hadn't becn ridden in about three weeks. Well that horse and I sure did have a time. He
was determined to run off with me and just as hard head was trying to make him walk. Well the
combination made him do nothing but "jig." He wouldn't trot, walk, or gallop but j igging all
morn ing. I'm as sore as a boil from riding him.

As I said we know nothing except what is rumored an d very few of them. I tried to get
that paper sent regularly but it docsn't get out regularly so that can't be done.
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Must close, Love to 11of you.

Your ffectio ate So ,illi
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